Clinical and neuroradiological findings in a case of pure word deafness.
Pure Word Deafness is a clinical syndrome included among the aphasias and is marked by complete deafness of sudden onset with conserved ability to understand and read the written word and with no speech disorders. We report the case of 61 year old man in whom pure word deafness developed after two episodes of acute cerebral ischemia in quick succession. Neuroimaging procedures, that is: computed tomography scan, single photon emission computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging, revealed the presence of two ischemic lesions in the temporal cortex bilaterally. Neurophysiological investigations (electroencephalogram, brainstem auditory evoked potentials and stapedial reflex) were also studied. We discuss the outcome of all these investigations in the light of the relevant published work.